HARMAN-KARDON MODEL HK50
OMNIDIRECTIONAL SPEAKER SYSTEM

Yntroduction

Welcome to the wonderful world of Harman-Kardon
Omnidirectional sound.

The new Omnidirectional HK-50 represents the ulti-
mate in air suspension speaker design. It has been
developed to take maximum advantage of either tran-
sistor or tube amplifiers and will deliver absolute realism
in music and voice reproduction.

The Harman-Kardon credo is quite basic: faith-
fulness in music reproduction is not merely a com-
pilation of impressive specifications. The final judg-
ment comes from listener appreciation and the ability
to enjoy many hours of music without strain and fatigue.

The strict application of this principle has resulted
in the design of a unique speaker system that is im-
pressive in its unobtrusiveness. It is neither brilliant
nor deep-throated. In fact, it offers no characteristic
sound of its own. The HK-50 offers superlative instru-
ment definition realistically reproducing the shimmer
of violins, the snarl of the brasses and the impact of the
tympani with amazing lifelike clarity. These perform-
ance capabilities are the result of Harman-Kardon’s
uncompromising approach to sound reproduction.

This manual explains the placement and installation
of the HK-50 speaker systems. Please read it thoroughly
before connecting your new Harman-Kardon speakers.
Taking a few moments now may save time and future
problems.

Happy listening!
genera/ gn/ormation

UNPACKING

After unpacking your HK50 speaker system, inspect
it carefully for signs of transit damage. This speaker
was subjected to numerous rigid quality control inspec-
tions and therefore should be in perfect operating
condition. If damage is visible, notify your dealer at
once. If the speaker was shipped to you, notify the
transportation company. Harman-Kardon will cooper-
ate with you in such instances, but please note that
only you can recover from the carrier for damages in-
curred during shipment.

WARRANTY and SERVICE POLICY
POLICY

We warrant each speaker to be free from defects in
material and workmanship under normal use and serv-
ice, and in accordance with the conditions set forth
befow. Should a defect occur within the periods speci-
fied, and provided that the unit is returned to either
HARMAN-KARDON or an authorized HARMAN-
KARDON warranty station, transportation prepaid, and
which our examination shall disclose to our satisfaction
to be defective, we will:

a) For a period of ose (1) year from date of p
chase etther replace or repair and install any defect
parts of the speaker free of charge.

b} After the first (Ist) year and for a pexic
five (5) years from date of purchase replace or r¢ :
and install any defective parts charging oudy: for labor

REGISTRATION

To obtain service under the terms of this policy, it is.
necessary for you to retain your ORIGINAL BILL of
SALE. The enclosed registration card will NOT be
considered proof of purchase. L

In the event your equipment requires service during
the warranty period, only presentation of your origimal
bill of sale to either a factory-authorized repair agency
or the factory, itself, will insure your rights under the
policy, as outlined in this manual. '

EXCEPTIONS

This warranty does not inciude any obligation as to:

2) Repair or replacement of the wooden enclosure
or the grille cloth due 1o damage incurred after initial
delivery. '

b) Transportation charges 0 and from the factory
or an authorized warranty station.

This warranty is not applicable to any imstrument
which shall have been repaired or altered in any way
$0 as, in our judgment, to affect its stability or reliability
or has been subject to meglect, misuse, abuse, negli-
gence, or accident; or which has had the serial nomber
altered, effaced or removed. Neither shall this warranty
apply io any instrument which has been connected
other than in accordance with instructions furnished
by us.

SERVICE

HARMAN-KARDON has a special customer service
division to answer all questions pertinent to the instal-
lation and operation of your unit. Please feel free to
write to us at any time and we shall endeavor to offer
prompt and complete advice.

If your problem cannot be rescived through our com-
bined efforts, we may wish ic refer you to a local auth-
orized repair agency or we may prefer to authorize the
return of your unit to the factory. In the event it must
be returned, an authorization form and proper packing
instructions will be forwarded to you. This authoriza-
tion. form, together with the warranty registration num-
ber, MUST BE RETURNED with your unit.

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD YOUR
UNIT BE SHIPPED TO THE FACTORY WITHOUT
PRIOR AUTHORIZATION. .

This warranty is in lieu of all other warranties, ex-
pressed or implied, and of all other obligations or lia-
bilities on our part, and we neither assume nor authorize
any representative or other person to assume for us
any other liability in connection with the sale of this
instrument.



OMNIDIRECTIONAL DISPERSION
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? HOW DOES IT WORK?
CAN ONE HEAR THE DIFFERENCE?

WHY IS IT SUPERIOR?

A simple practical guide to omnidirectional sound is
to state that the common light bulb used in the home is
“Omnidirectional”. Conversely, an automobile head-
light is directional. :

The sonic beam from -conventional loud speakers
is similar to the light beam of an automobile headlight:
It is narrow and direct. This bears little relationship to
the beam or wave shape produced by musical instru-
ments, which is radial, spherical, omnidirectional.

Sonically, there:is no front or back to a flute, piano
violin, french horn, kettledrum, triangle, tuba or bas-
soon. The sound pattern produced by musical instru-
ments is omnidirectional, similar to the light pattern
produced by the ordinary light bulb which produces
light over its entire surface.

Approximately 80% of the sound one hears in the
concert hall is generated in this way; the sound on stage
being bounced and reflected off the floor, walls and ceil-
ing, result in a full frequency response in all seating
areas of a concert hall. The sound may not be abso-
lutely uniform, but it spreads out the full width, depth,
and height of the hall. Which is what happens with
your little light bulb in a room, and sonically is what
happens with the new Harman Kardon HKS0 omni-
directional speaker.

Tlustration #1 indicates the sound pattern produced
by the HKS50.

Imagine trying to light your room with a headlight.
Youwd have one bright spot. Conventional speakers
set up for stereo are not much better. They produce
two bright hot spots of sound. The measured sound
pattern of the HK50, however, is much like the light
bulb. As a result you are no longer bound by old rules
as to “absolute”, or “correct’ placement for stereo. In
most cases you may suit convenience and in some situ-
ations solve problems where suggested placement is
impossible. Don’t regard the HK50’s as separate left
and right speakers, but as a continuous left-all-the-way-
to-right sound front; a spacious distribution of all fre-
quencies in all planes to fill your room with natural
sound.

Illustration #2 shows a cutaway view of the HK50.
The left corner indicates the position of the tweeter and
the crossover network to which you will make your
connection to the amplifier with appropriate speaker
cable, and also adjust the brilliance of the tweeter by
means of a variable control.

Illustrations 3 and 4 on pages 5 and 6 show a few
diagrams that suggest possible placement and installa-
tion of your HKS50’s.

The HK50 is a two way speaker system mounted in
the horizontal plane firing vertically onto a unique
reflector which causes the sound to literally escape
from the four grill openings.

If it is desirable or necessary to conceal the speakers
behind furniture or obstruct them in any way, it is
suggested that the speaker be positioned with the
tweeter closer to hard reflective surfaces, rather than
soft drapes or upholstered furniture. This will avoid
mufled sound.

CONNECTING THE SPEAKERS
FOR STEREO OPERATION

In order to achieve the best stereo performance,
proper speaker positioning is important. The room
diagrams will give you some idea of where the speakers
should be placed with relation to the main seating
area. The speakers should be approximately 9 feet or
more apart. Since all rooms are different in size or
shape a little experimenting with placement will be
worthwhile. You will notice that rooms 2 and 3 have
alternate suggested positions. As a general guide you
should be seated opposite the speakers for maximum
spaciousness and concert hall effect. There should never
be the impression of two separated sound sources,
neither should the speakers be so close to each other
that you never experience the depth and separation of
stereo.

If you should require further help in solving a
specific unusual room problem please write and include
a simple drawing of your room layout and it’s dimen-
sions and we will‘advise you of the best location for
your speakers.

SPEAKER CONNECTIONS

We have provided two types of speaker connections
—the screw type and the phono type for your con-
venience in connecting any model music system to your
speakers.

If your music system has screw type terminals, use
the screw type terminal strips on the rear of your speak-
ers for connecting them to your unit using the follow-
ing procedure:

1. Measure the length of speaker cable required to
connect the speaker to the amplifier.

2. Strip and tin each wire at the ends of the (2) con-
ductor speaker cable.

3. Connect one end of this cable (one wire) to the
(+) output terminal and the other wire to the
(—) terminal of your amplifier. The other end of
this cable should be connected to the appropriate
(+) and (—) terminals on the rear of your
speaker.

4. Repeat the above procedure when connecting your
second speaker to your system.

To connect your Harman Kardon speakers to an
amplifier using RCA Plug type connectors the following
procedure should be followed:

1. Remove the Black rubber plug that has been in-
serted into each of the RCA jacks on the rear of
your Harman Kardon speakers.

2. Plug one end of the speaker cable into the receptacle
on the rear of your left speaker (this is the speaker
on the left as you face the speakers).

3. Plug the other end of the speaker cable into the
LEFT speaker receptacle on the rear of the re-
ceiver.

4, Similarly connect the other speaker cable to your
right speaker.

5. Attach the other end of the speaker cable to the
receptacle marked RIGHT on the rear of the
receiver.

6. Your receiver is now connected for stereo operation.



ILLUSTRATION No. 1

BRILLIANCE CONTROL

Differences in the decor of your home can affect the
texture or brilliance of your Omnidirectional speaker. In
order to compensate for these differences, a “Brilliance”
control has been provided on the rear of the speaker
cabinet.

For a room which has paneled walls, tile floors,
plaster ceilings, thin curtains, etc., the brilliance control
should be turned counterclockwise (less brilliance).

For a room which has carpeting, drapes, upholstered

furniture, etc., the control should be turned clockwise
(more brilliance).

If your two speakers are situated so that one speaker
is located near heavy drapes, while the other speaker is
located near a hard reflective wall, the adjustment for
each speaker will be different in order to make them
sound alike.

A few moments spent adjusting this control to your
personal listening preference will add to the full enjoy-
ment of your music system.



ILLUSTRATION No. 2
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CARE AND MAINTENANCE

The speaker cabinet is made of the highest quality
walnut veneer and has been hand rubbed to a lasting
finish with boiled linseed oil. If at any time it should
become necessary to polish your cabinet, or remove
minor scratches, use a soft polishing cloth with a light
application of boiled linseed oil. DO NOT use any of
the commercially available waxes or furniture creams.

SERVICE

If this speaker should not perform properly during
the first five years after date of purchase, contact the
factory for instructions. The factory has many author-
ized warranty service stations in the United States, and
for the station nearest you, please write our Customer
Service Department, Harman Kardon, Inc., Plainview,
Long Island, New York. Be sure to include the model
and serial number of the unit. A brief description of
your other components is often of help in answering
your questions. DO NOT return this speaker to
Harman Kardon without first receiving authorization.
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ILLUSTRATION No. 4
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Speciﬁcations
Frequency : I dance 8 ohms
Igesponse 30hz-18khz mpeda
Dimensions 1134 W
Power Handling 1134 D
Capability 50 watts 184 H
Shipping Weight 22V lbs.
kardon
INCORPORATED 6 90725950

55 AMES COURT, PLAINVIEW, N. Y. 11803



